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This issue of Balgarski ezik features seven original articles dealing with is-
sues in Bulgarian historical linguistics and ethnolinguistics as reflected in lan-
guage material spanning the period from Middle Bulgarian to the Bulgarian Na-
tional Revival and the 19th century.  

In her paper On Polyprefixation as a Translation Approach in the Slavic 
Version of Panoplia Dogmatica by Euthymios Zigabenos Mariyana Tsibranska-
Kostova analyses three- and four-prefix lexemes according to existing written 
records of the translation of Panoplia Dogmatica by Euthymios Zigabenos, 
which originated in the Slavic South in the 15th century. The author establishes 
that with respect to polyprefixation, the translation reproduces steady tendencies 
favoured by scribes from Tarnovo and Mount Athos in the 14th century, while 
also displaying marked individual variation and conformity to the stylistic ex-
pressiveness of the context.        

Maria Kitanova offers A Cognitive Synthetic Definition of the Concept of 
MOTHERLAND in Bulgarian modelled on the methodology of Lublin Cogni-
tive Ethnolinguistics. In addition, the author briefly mentions the other six prin-
ciples adopted by this school in the ethnolinguistic analysis of certain concepts. 
The proposed cognitive definition is part of a larger study on this concept un-
dertaken under the EUROJOS 2 project. 

Vanya Micheva discusses the relationship between Modern Bulgarian 
Damaskins and Traditional Bulgarian Culture. To this end, she studies ele-
ments of the Christian cultural paradigm and pre-Christian ideas in the picture 
of the world as reflected in Modern Bulgarian damaskins. The author offers data 
revealing the relationship between the content of the damaskins and traditional 
Bulgarian culture and analyses phenomena such as the deification of nature and 
traditional ideas about space and time, among others. 

In his paper On the Grammatical Changes in the Use of Pronouns in the 
Late Nineteenth-Century Adaptations of Non-Damascine Words (the Raykovo 
Damaskin) Georgi Mitrinov offers a comparsion between the pronominal forms 
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found in a text from a book by Yoakim Karchovski and in a copy of the same 
text found in the Raykovo Damaskin. The author reveals the peculiarities of the 
use of personal pronouns in the source Cyrillic text and its copy made in the 
Greek script. The copy shows a preference to forms typical of the Rhodope dia-
lects. 

Tatyana Braga’s paper Odessa Damaskin No. 37 (63), a Modern Bulgarian 
Manuscript from the Kotel Literary School. Palaeography, Codicology, Dating 
deals with an 18th-century Мodern Bulgarian damaskin, part of V. I. Grigo-
rovich’s manuscript collection. The author makes a palaeographic and codico-
logical description of the manuscript, focusing on its graphic features, decora-
tion and ornaments that establish it as part of the manuscript heritage of the Ko-
tel Literary School. 

Maria Deyanova makes Observations on the Adjectives in Istoriya Sla-
vyanobolgarskaya, where she focuses on the loss of the Church-Slavonic gram-
matical opposition of definiteness between the long and the short forms of ad-
jectives across syntactic positions. In addition, the author notices a strong oppo-
site Modern Bulgarian trend to using short-form instead of long-form adjec-
tives. Her analysis thus confirms Lyubomir Andreychin’s view that the Modern 
Bulgarian “foundations” of Paisius’s language are clearly visible under the “top 
layer” of Church Slavonic forms. 

In her article The Contribution of Slavenobolgarsiy Predruchniy Poslatelnik 
za Nastavlenie na Bolgarskite Yunoshi (1835) by Neofit Bozveli and Emanuil 
Vaskidovich to the Development of the 19th-century Epistolary Style Maria 
Mitskova studies the text structure of one of the first published Modern Bulgari-
an letter-writing manuals in the history of Bulgarian didactic literature and its 
role in the development of the epistolary style. In addition, she analyses Bozveli 
and Vaskidovich’s views of letter structure, components, requisites and eti-
quette expressions. 
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